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Michelle Obama to Voice Support for ServiceNation Day of Action

***

Florida A&M appearance will include meeting with service leaders and signing of ServiceNation Declaration of Service

***

More Than 2,600 Events Across the Country Being Held to Help Solve Key Problems

Tallahasse, FL – Michelle Obama, the wife of Democratic Presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama (D-IL), will call on students to get involved in the civic life of America by voting and engaging in service, at a rally that starts at 10 am Saturday, September 27. 

Mrs. Obama will appear at Florida A&M on a day when ServiceNation has organized more than 2600 events across all 50 states to showcase the power and impact of service. While at Florida A&M Mrs. Obama will meet with a small group of service leaders, and sign the Declaration of Service, ServiceNation’s idealistic manifesto on the meaning and importance of service in building a stronger future for our democracy. 
“Barack and I have shared a strong commitment to community service since we first met.  We were both raised with the value, “To whom much is given, much is expected.” Throughout the last 19 months on the campaign trail, we’ve met thousands of community advocates who live by that value as well.  They are working tirelessly to help the folks around them and bridge that gap between, as Barack calls it, the world as it is, and the world as it should be,” Michelle Obama said.   “That is what ServiceNation’s Day of Action is all about.  It encourages us to help improve our communities and help one another, and remind us that that we all have a stake in each other.  I am grateful for their work, and I applaud their efforts.”

ServiceNation’s Sept. 27 Day of Action will engage more than 200,000 Americans in service projects across the country. In Florida, 140 events are planned. A full listing, and the details of events, by state and zip code, can be found at: http://events.servicenation.org/.

“The ServiceNation Day of Action is all about inspiring ordinary people to do extraordinary things, and demonstrate the kind of America we could live in if we all did what we could to volunteer and work together to build stronger communities,” said Emily Cherniack, Director of Organizing at Be The Change, Inc., one of the four organizations--along with City Year, Civic Enterprises and Points of Light Institute—that are helping coordinate the ServiceNation campaign.

ServiceNation (www.servicenation.org) is a nonpartisan campaign to expand voluntary community and national service opportunities for all Americans; use proven service strategies to address some of our most chronic social challenges; and inspire Americans to make service a core ideal of our democracy. More than 114 organizations, with a reach of some 100 million Americans, have joined the ServiceNation coalition. 

The campaign launched with a Sept. 11-12 summit in New York City that included a forum on service and civic engagement featuring presidential nominees Senator John McCain and Senator Barack Obama, as well as a gathering of 600 leaders to unveil a blueprint for launching a new era of service in America. During the Summit, the details of comprehensive new service legislation, authored by Senators Ted Kennedy (D-MA) and Orrin hatch (R-UT), were unveiled. Senators Obama and McCain, as well as Senators Clinton, Dodd, and Cochran, have signed on as co-sponsors. 

Michelle Obama’s support for volunteerism builds on Barack Obama’s commitment to make service and active participation in the community a hallmark of his administration.  It also builds on Mrs. Obama’s own professional experience as the director of an AmeriCorps national service program in Chicago called Public Allies and her work developing the first community service program for the University of Chicago Hospital. 

Over the last 19 months, she has met with community service organizations throughout her local stops on the campaign trail and, during the Democratic National Convention in Denver, Mrs. Obama served as co-chair of Delegate Service Day, where she, along with Colorado First Lady Jeannie Ritter and Jill Biden and their families, led a service project to assemble care packages for soldiers overseas.  “Early on in my career, I made a decision that changed my life—and brought me home.  I helped start Public Allies Chicago, a leadership training program affiliated with AmeriCorps. Through Public Allies, we trained more than 100 young people for careers in public service—creating ripples of change that spread through communities across Chicago,” Michelle Obama said.

Major supporters of ServiceNation include: AARP, Target, The Home Depot, The Peter G. Peterson Foundation, Bank of America, The Case Foundation, The Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund, and The Jenesis Group. Facebook is the lead Social Media Partner.
